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Course: Religion 225: Foundations of the Restoration	

Section: 225A - 01		Credit: one (1)	Room #: 126			

Time: Friday, 11:00 a.m.

Course Description:

In this course, Foundations of the Restoration, students will study the foundational revelations, doctrine, people, and historical events related to the latter-day Restoration of the Church of Jesus Christ. Prayerfully studying these things will help students relate these concepts and people to their lives and circumstances. Students will also be better able to acquire spiritual knowledge and discern truth from error.

Course Objectives: 

· Strengthen their testimony of Jesus Christ and His restored gospel.
· Increase in their desire and effort to live principles and doctrine of the gospel and become more like Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ.
· Apply principles of acquiring spiritual knowledge and gain experience evaluating sources of information.
· Identify and explain foundational doctrine, revelation, and historical events of the Restoration.

Course Outcomes

· Nurture students' faith in Jesus Christ
· Improve knowledge and understanding
· Increase scriptural literacy
· Apply spiritual principles in personal lives
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	Date
	Lesson
	Reading, Studying, and Pondering Assignments:

	Week 1: August 23
	Lesson 1: 
“Prelude to the Restoration”
	1 Nephi 13:13–16, 19; Amos 8:11–12.

- President M. Russell Ballard, “Restored Truth,” October 1994.
- Elder Robert D. Hales, “Preparations for the Restoration and the Second Coming: ‘My Hand Shall Be over Thee,’” October 2005.
- Video: The video “A Search for Truth” (15:43), the story of Wilford Woodruff’s search for the Savior’s Church.

	Week 2: August 30
	Lesson 2: 
“The First Vision”
	Joseph Smith—History 1:8, 11–19.

- “First Vision Accounts,” Gospel Topics, topics.ChurchofJesusChrist.org.
- “Joseph Smith’s Accounts of the First Vision” at josephsmithpapers.org.
- Elder Richard J. Maynes, “The First Vision: Key to Truth,” Ensign, June 2017
- Video: “Ask of God: Joseph Smith’s First Vision” (6:35). This video depicts the First Vision as woven together from Joseph’s accounts.

	Week 3: September 6
	Lesson 3: “Acquiring Spiritual Knowledge
	James 1:5; Doctrine and Covenants 88:63; Joseph Smith—History 1:13-15; 1 Corinthians 2:5, 9–11.

- President Dallin H. Oaks, “Truth and the Plan,”  Liahona, November 2018.
- Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, “Lord, I Believe,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2013.
- Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, Remember How You Felt,” New Era, August 2004.

	Week 4: September 13
	Lesson 4: 
“The Doctrine of Revelation”
	Doctrine and Covenants 6:14–15, 22–23

- President Russell M. Nelson, “Revelation for the Church, Revelation for Our Lives, Ensign or Liahona, May 2018.
- Craig C. Christensen, “An Unspeakable Gift from God,” Ensign, November2012.
- David A. Bednar, “The Spirit of Revelation,”  Ensign or Liahona, May 2011.Elder 
- Richard G. Scott, “Using the Supernal Gift of Prayer,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2007.

	Week 5: September 20
	Lesson 5: 
“The Coming Forth of the Book of Mormon”
	Joseph Smith—History 1:34–35; Mormon 8:12–16; Doctrine and Covenants 5:3, 6, 11–15

- “Book of Mormon Translation,” topics.ChurchofJesusChrist.org; 
- “The Testimony of Eight Witnesses,” Book of Mormon.
- Elder Tad R. Callister, “God’s Compelling Witness: The Book of Mormon,” Ensign or Liahona, November 2017.
- Richard E. Turley Jr., Robin S. Jensen, and Mark Ashurst-McGee, “Joseph the Seer,” Ensign, October 2015.
- Elder (Neal A. Maxwell, “By the Gift and Power of God,” Ensign, January 1997.
- Video: “How Did Joseph Smith Translate the Book of Mormon?”

	
Week 6: September 27
	

Lesson 6: 
“The Book of Mormon—the Keystone of Our Religion”
	

Mormon 8:14–22; Ether 12:23–29; Doctrine and Covenants 17:6; 20:8–12, 14.

- President Ezra Taft Benson, “The Book of Mormon—Keystone of Our Religion,” Ensign, November 1986.
- President Russell M. Nelson, “The Book of Mormon: What Would Your Life Be Like without It?” Ensign or Liahona, November 2017.
- Elder (Tad R. Callister, “God’s Compelling Witness: The Book of Mormon,” Ensign or Liahona, November 2017.
- Elder David A. Bednar, “Watching with All Perseverance,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2010.
- Video: “Compelling Witness”

	Week 7: October 4
	Lesson 7: “Restoration of the Priesthood”
	Joseph Smith—History 1:68–70, 72; Doctrine and Covenants 13; 110:11-16; 84:18–22 

- Dale G. Renlund, “The Priesthood and the Savior’s Atonement,” Ensign or Liahona, November 2017.
- Dallin H. Oaks, “The Keys and Authority of the Priesthood,” Ensign, May 2014.
- Larry C. Porter, “The Restoration of the Aaronic and Melchizedek Priesthoods,” Ensign, December 1996.

	Week 8: October 11
	Lesson 8: 
“The Organization of the Church of Jesus Christ”
	Doctrine and Covenants 20: all

- President Russell M. Nelson, “The Correct Name of the Church,” Ensign, November 2018.
- Elder D. Todd Christofferson, “Why the Church,” Ensign, November 2015. 
- Elder Tad R. Callister, “What Is the Blueprint of Christ’s Church?” [Church Educational System devotional for young adults, January 12, 2014], ChurchofJesusChrist.org.
- President Dallin H. Oaks, “The Only True and Living Church,” New Era, August 2011.

	Week 9: October 18
	Fall Break

	Week 10: October 25
	Lesson 9: 
“Jesus Christ: 
Our Divine Redeemer”
	Doctrine and Covenants 76:20–24; 18:10–11, 13;1 Nephi 13:34, 40; Joseph Smith—History 1:13–19; Alma 34:10, 12, and 14.

- President Russell M. Nelson, “Drawing the Power of Jesus Christ into Our Lives,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2017.
-“Joseph Smith’s Accounts of the First Vision,” Circa Summer 1832 History, josephsmithpapers.org
- Elder D. Todd Christofferson, “Born Again,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2008.
- President Russell M. Nelson, “The  Atonement,” October  1996.

	Week 11: November 1
	Lesson 10: “Following the Lord’s Living Prophets”
	Doctrine and Covenants  21:1-12; 28:2, 7

- Elder Ulisses Soares, “Prophets Speak by the Power of the Holy Spirit,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2018.
- Elder Neil L. Andersen, “The Prophet of God,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2018.
- Carol F. McConkie, “Live according to the Words of the prophets,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2014.
- Elder D. Todd Christofferson, “The Doctrine of Christ,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2012.
- President Hugh B. Brown, “The Case for a Living Prophet” Ensign, January 2017. 

	Week 12: November 8
	Lesson 11: 
“The Gathering of Israel”
	Isaiah 11:11–12; 1 Nephi 15:12–16; 2 Nephi 25:17; 29:1; Jacob 6:2; Genesis 26:3–4, 24; Abraham 2:6–11; 3 Nephi 5:24–26; Doctrine and Covenants 29:1–2, 7; 33:5–7; 84:86–88

- “Hope of Israel,” Worldwide Youth Devotional, June 3, 2018.
- Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf, “Missionary Work: Sharing What Is in Your Heart,” Liahona, May 2019.
- Elder David A. Bednar, “The Spirit and Purposes of Gathering” Brigham Young University–Idaho devotional, Oct. 31, 2006, byui.edu.
- President Dallin H. Oaks, “Sharing the Gospel,” October 2001.

	Week 13: November 15
	Lesson 12: “Establishing the Cause of Zion”
	Moses 7:18–21; 4 Nephi 1:1–4, 15–18; Doctrine and Covenants 6:6; 11:6; 12:6; 97:21; 101:2–3, 6–8; 105:3–6

- Elder D. Todd Christofferson, “Preparing for the Lord’s Return,” Liahona, May 2019.
- Elder D. Todd Christofferson, “Come to Zion,” October 2008.
- Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, 2007,  p. 186.
- President Spencer W. Kimball, “Becoming the Pure in Heart, ”Ensign, March 1985.

	Week 14: November 22
	Lesson 13: 
“The Laws of God”

Projects due for credit!
	Doctrine and Covenants 42; 59; 68:29;  64:23; 119;  89; 93:19–20; 130:20–21;
76:94

- Elder Dale G. Renlund, “Choose You This Day,” October 2018.
- Elder D. Todd Christofferson, “Reflections on a Consecrated Life,” October 2010.
- Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, “Personal Purity,” November 1998.

	November 29
	Thanksgiving Break

	Week 15: December 6
	Lesson 14: 
“The Lord Reveals Additional Scripture”


Last day of class
	“Introduction to the Doctrine and Covenants”; Doctrine and Covenants 1:17, 21–23, 37; 18:34–36; 1 Nephi 13:24–26; 38–41; the Guide to the Scriptures (scriptures.ChurchofJesusChrist.org); Joseph Smith—Matthew.

- President Russell M. Nelson, “Catch the Wave,” Ensign, May 2013.
- Elder Steven E. Snow, “Treasuring the Doctrine and Covenants,” Ensign, January 2009,
- “Translation and Historicity of the Book of Abraham,” Gospel Topics, topics.ChurchofJesusChrist.org; 
- Daniel C. Peterson, “News from Antiquity,” Ensign, January 1994, pp. 16–21; 
- Kerry Muhlestein, “Egyptian Papyri and the Book of Abraham: A Faithful, Egyptological Point of View,” in Robert L. Millet, ed., No Weapon Shall Prosper: New Light on Sensitive Issues (2011), rsc.byu.edu.



